6 Arguments to Refute Climate
Denial

Evidence-Based Responses for Holiday
Conversations



CONTEXT

THE CHALLENGE Despite overwhelming scientific

Family conversations about climate change often hit walls consensus, climate denial persists IN
of denial and misinformation i : . .
personal discussions, requiring

clear, factual responses




Scientific Agreement
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97% 11,000+ 195

consensus growing unified




Argument 1: It's Not Natural Cycles

o Current warming rate is 10x faster than post-ice age recovery » |sotopic analysis confirms fossil fuel origin of excess carbon

e CO2 levels are 50% higher than pre-industrial baseline e Solar and volcanic activity cannot explain current trends




Argument 2: Global Temperature Records

Decade Global Temp Anomaly Ranking

2010s +1.2°C Warmest on record
2000s +0.9°C 2nd warmest
1990s +0.6°C 3rd warmest

1980s +0.4°C 4th warmest




Argument 3: Weather vs Climate Distinction

o Cold snaps are local weather events, not global climate o Global average temperature continues rising despite local cold

e Arctic warming disrupts jet stream, causing polar vortex events o Climate is 30-year weather patterns, not daily variations




Argument 4: Observable Climate Impacts

Arctic Sea Ice Loss 13%
Glacier Retreat 85%
Sea Level Rise 22%

Ocean Acidification 30%




Argument 5: Economic Reality Check

¢ Fossil fuel companies' own research confirmed climate risks in 1970s o Military considers climate change a national security threat

¢ Insurance industry pricing reflects climate change reality e Renewable energy now cheaper than fossil fuels in most markets




Argument 6: Solutions Create Opportunities

Economic Benefits Health Co-benefits
Clean energy transition creates jobs Cleaner air improves public health
and reduces costs outcomes
e 3 million renewable energy jobs In  Reduced respiratory disease
UsS

e Lower healthcare costs

e Solar costs dropped 90% since
2010

e Improved quality of life

e Energy independence from imports



EXPERT PERSPECTIVE

“The evidence for human-
caused climate change is
overwhelming. The
question isn't whether it's
happening, but how quickly
we can respond.”




EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION TIPS

Focus on shared values, use local

examples, avoid overwhelming with data,

and emphasize solutions over problems




Building Common Ground

o Start with shared concerns about family's future e Emphasize economic opportunities in clean energy

e Use local weather and environmental changes as examples e Focus on risk management rather than certainty
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